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Industry has history of misleading the public

● New tools reveal that both oil and gas and coal 

industry estimates for methane emissions have been 

greatly underestimated. 

● If the goal is to create real policies to limit methane 

emissions it is critical to not rely on industry promises. 



Permian top methane-emitting O&G field in the world



Satellites show reality vs. U.S. industry estimates

● The oil and gas industry has greatly underreported methane emissions. 

● Now satellites and aerial surveys reveal the truth. 



At least 9 times higher than EU target of 0.2%

“Based on gross gas production, the loss rate (or 

emissions intensity) of 1.8% to 2.9% observed in the 

Permian basin in these preliminary measurements is at 

least nine times higher than the 2030 target loss rate of 

0.2% promised under the industry’s public commitments."  

Novel observations reveal methane emissions from oil and gas operations that 

other satellites don’t seeMethaneSAT, Nov. 16, 2024

https://www.ogci.com/progress-report/building-towards-net-zero/methane-emissions


Assessment of Opportunities for Implementing a Methane Import Standard

in South Korea (July 2025)



US deregulation and low oil prices won’t help

● Rolling back methane emissions regulations 

● Rolling back power plant emissions regulations 

● Rolling back waste water regulations

● Industry is unlikely to invest in methane reductions--even if those worked--in 

this environment.



Not Even Close

● The reality is that US oil and gas production consistently has 

methane emissions from 5-25X the current EU goal of 0.2%. 

● The current combination of U.S. deregulation in the oil and gas 

industry and low oil prices is more likely to lead to increases in 

methane emissions than decreases. 
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Sources and Additional Information

Assessment of Opportunities for Implementing a Methane Import Standard in South Korea,  June 2025, 
https://content.sfoc.tapahalab.com/files/research/Lml1jze.pdf

Novel observations reveal methane emissions from oil and gas operations that other satellites don’t see, November 2024,  

https://www.methanesat.org/project-updates/latest-images-demonstrate-methanesats-unique-powerful-capabilities

New Satellites Alone Won’t Stop the Methane Climate Crisis, July 2024, https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/methanes-climate-crisis-needs-

more-than-satellites-to-stop-emissions/

Rising methane: Is there a methane emergency?, July 2021 https://royalsocietypublishing.org/doi/10.1098/rsta.2021.0334

IEA Global Methane Tracker 2025, https://www.iea.org/reports/global-methane-tracker-2025/key-findings

Prospects for Natural Gas Certification, International Energy Agency July 2025, https://www.iea.org/reports/global-methane-tracker-2025/key-findings

Measurement Reporting and Verification of Methane Emissions from the Gas and Oil Sector and Consequences for LNG Trade: a thr ee year 

progress report, April 2025, https://www.oxfordenergy.org/wpcms/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/ET46-Measurement-Reporting-and-Verification-of-

Methane-Emissions.pdf

https://forourclimate.org/research/593
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