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Beyond the vote:
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Europe’s Non-European
Elections

May 14, 2024 |ALBERTO ALEMAMNNO

While European Union member states cooperate on issues like
economic policy and climate change, the EU lacks a distinct political
identity. Unless EU leaders are held accountable to European voters, the
upcoming European Parliament elections are unlikely to cultivate a
transnational space for pan-European policy debates.
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National developments a deciding factor

Finland prime minister ousted, conservatives win tight vote

geuittnanmfamrs’ protest party scores big election win, shaking up

What Poland's Surprise Election Means for the

Far-left Melenchon emerges as third é EU.

competitor in French election poll

Renew Europe risks losing Spanish delegation after EU elections

New left-wing party Sumar with 10% vating intention; fresh poll
predicts

Spain’s Podemos on the defensive as
election reckoning looms

Shocked Greek left picks up its pieces after election disaster

Greek prime minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis
= < routsrivals in parliamentary election

Italy regional elections: Right-wing

coalition wins landslide victory Important to keep an eye at

developments in large EU
countries
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Another Q_olarised electoral
campaign?
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Political reshuffle?

Will Fidesz join ECR? Or go
back to EPP?
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POLITICO

French election UK general election War in Ukraine Newsletters Podcasts Pollof Polls Policy news Events

Europe's Trump moment has
arrived

As the far right surges, this week’s European Parliament

election will reorder the Continent’s political landscape.






i e s The 2024-2029 EU Parliament

EPP

Group of the European People's
Party (Christian Democrats)

RenewRENSNELISES @)
Greens/EFA

Group of the Greens/European Free
Alliance

ECR

European Conservatives and
Reformists Group

S&D

Group of the Progressive Alliance
of Socialists and Democrats in
the European Parliament

PfE
Patriots for Europe

ESN

The Left ’ W Curope of Sovereign Nations
The Left group in the European 33 B
Parliament - GUE/NGL -
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A surge of the far-right or
the center holds

Both happened
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The pro-EU parliamentary
majority survived, but
weakened.
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Radical Left

Greens

Social Democrats

Liberals

Christian Democrats
& Conservatives

National
Conservatives

Radical Right
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Rise of Far-Right Presence in the European Parliament

B Far right & Eurosceptic groups \S
--De‘:a
Bl Other political groups Vg EuroPe

M Nonaligned

B Far Right Nonaligned
(1.2%)

2024 2014 2004 1994 1984 1994 2004 2014 2024
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Far-right groups in the European Parliament

l'\ Total of MEPs: 78 Patriots Total of MEPs: 86
for Europe

‘R'”‘-.'

! assemble
{ National

Non Attached
Far-Right

Total of MEPs: 9
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ECR

Patriots

for Europe
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A far-right majority in the EP? e Mmaav

epp + Patriots + E,C\R == 35> seats NOT ENOUGH TO

for Europe FORM A MAJORITY

ep p + Patriots +

for Europe

=== 377 seats (+ 16)

Far-right non
attached

e m = 386 seats (+25)

ep p + Patriots +

for Europe
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Opinion © This article is more than 4 months old
Ursula von der Leyen

Ursula von der Leyen has lost Europe’s
trust. She doesn't deserve a second term
Alberto Alemanno

7 Jul 2024 15,30 CEST The commission president can no longer command a
> o @ convincing majority. Rejecting her would be good for European
st 144 democracy
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The election of von der Leyen - July 24

e \Von der Leyen was re-elected as —
Commission president by 401 votes in w
favour (versus 284 against) "8 Tae LIS

e No formal coalition agreement with
mainstream parties - attempts to build
an informal, alternative coalition with

Meloni's ECR

e No permanent majority
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Right wing majority in the EP

SE&D Group
e @TheProgressives

EA EPP’s Manfred Weber recklessly jeopardises Commission and breaks

pro-European majority, siding with far right!
Deforestation regulation

Commission proposal
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Not the first time

e European Parliament's resolution on Venezuela,

e The timetable for Commissioners’ hearings,
e EP budget amendments,
e The Sakharov Prize.



https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20240913IPR23907/venezuela-meps-recognise-edmundo-gonzalez-as-president
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20240913IPR23907/venezuela-meps-recognise-edmundo-gonzalez-as-president
https://www.politico.eu/article/european-parliament-final-november-schedule-commissioner-hearings/
https://www.politico.eu/article/european-peoples-party-far-right-sovereignists-european-parliament-budget-migration-deportation-centers/
https://www.politico.eu/article/eu-human-rights-award-venezuela-opposition-maria-corina-machado-edmundo-gonzalez-nicolas-maduro/
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m le journal
(1) Actualités v Economie Vidéos - Débats Culturev Le Goiit du Monde v
TRIBUNE «L’agenda politique dela

Alberto Alemanno
Professeur a HEC Paris

Commission européenne semble
plus aligné sur les demandes de
I'extréme droite que sur celles
promises aux pro-européens »

La nouvelle Commission européenne pourrait davantage s’aligner sur les
demandes de I'extréme droite que sur celles promises a I'alliance qui la soutient,
s’'inquiéte le spécialiste de I'Europe Alberto Alemanno dans une tribune au

« Monde »,
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Commissioners-designate
von der Leyen Il

renew
europe.

renaw
europe.

Stéephane Séjourne

Executive Vice-Presidont
for Prosperity and
Industrial Strategy

co-Prosident
nd Reforms.

renew
europe.

Magnus Brunner
Internal Affalrs and
Migration

Costas Kadis Jozef Sikela Dan Jorgensen

Fisherles and Oceans International Partnerships Energy and Housing

. l renaw

Apostolos Tzitzikostas Oliver Varhelyi Michael McGrath Andrius Kubilius Christophe Hansen Glenn Micallef

e - . _ : i _ _ Economy and Prod
nable Transport and Health pnd Amsirmal DHEPTOC T S —— Dafense and Space Agriculture and Food

Touriem Welfare Rule of Lawr L Li , Culbure and Sport

Intergenaerathonal Falmess,

Wopke Hoekstra Piotr Serafin 3 ¢ Jessika Roswall

-Li i - Enwvironiment,
Climate, Net-Zero and Budget, Anti-fraud, Public " U ke
Cloan Growth Adminkstrations o E ¥
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New Commission, nhew structure

I. Allocation of portfolio among commissioners is blurred
Il. The College is less hierarchical than the previous one

Ill. There is an increased centralisation in the hands of
VdL

..Increased "wiesiuenuausauon of the EU Commission?
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@alemannoEU

Breaking: Von der Leyen 2.0 Commission approved by a split EU
Parliament with thin 370-vote majority, which has in turn split all
political groups.

By cobbling together such a thin majority, the governability of the EU will
remain limited and made dependent on the whim of the national leaders

of the moment.

Reactive not proactive! #vonderleyen
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Member States with far-right in governments o me
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EU Commissioners-designate’s political affiliations

B 2o 2024
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Alberto Alemanno € @alemannoEU - 18 Nov

For the first time in its history, we could be looking at a genuinely rightwing

European Union.

Europe’s centrist majority that has governed the continent is over.

My latest for @guardian #vonderleyen

~.The,

-'n-. = -- n“.“:l\“l‘
For the first time in its history, we could be lookmg at a genuinely rightwing Eur...

From theguardian.com
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Most far right EU ever!

The new European parliament, which has the job of
endorsing the Von der Leyen 2.0 commission, is the

most right wing in EU history.

Same for the EU Commission and Council.
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Centrist majority is over

Democratic pluralism at high cost

e More voices under the e More antagonistic
EU tent voices challenging the

very essence of EU
Integration
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Alberto Alemanno € @alemannoEU - 30 Nov
"Never before has an EU Commission depended on so many European

political groups that have so little in common in terms of values, ideologies,
and political priorities”

My take for @IrishTimes @jackpowerlT

«** Ambitious plans of new European Commission tee up fights to come

From irishtimes.com

December 52024

THE IRISH TIMES
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What to expect from EU 2024-29?

More intergovernmental, less supranational
Less political stable as at whims of EUCO
More transactional, inside and outside

Less principled Union
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To Engage or
NOt tO Engage Upcoming booklet
with the

Far Right?

How to navigate this shifting
political landscape in Europe?
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